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Introduction Bible Book Titus
The author of this letter calls himself Paul. According to some, Paul
himself wrote this letter at the end of his life (around age sixty).
Others say that the style of the writing and the contents are so
different from Paul’s other letters, that this can’t be written by
Paul himself. They think that maybe a student of Paul wrote this in
his name. This was a regular occurrence in those times.

About Titus
Paul mentions Titus in various letters and writes the following
about him:
“…my true son in our common faith…” (Titus 1:4)
He was left in Crete to appoint elders (Titus 1:5)
“…my brother…” (2 Corinthians 2:13)
“…my partner and co-worker…” (2 Corinthians 8:23)
Yet not even Titus, who was with me, was compelled to be
circumcised, even though he was a Greek.” (Galatians 2:3)
-“But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the
coming of Titus…” (2 Corinthians 7:6)
He was in Dalmatia (2 Timothy 4:10)

Titus 1
Paul calls himself a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ.
In the opening paragraph of his letters, Paul often writes about the
subject of that particular letter. This one is about the knowledge of
the truth, the word of God and a godly way of living.
On the island of Crete, there were several cities in which there
were churches, but there were no elders to lead them. Now Titus
has to appoint elders and Paul gives instructions on the
requirements they need to meet. They must function well in their
households, as to set a good example and because the congregation
often met in the house of one of the elders. They have to be able to
teach the trustworthy message of the gospel in order to encourage
others and to rebuke those who contradict it.
There were a lot of false teachers on Crete, especially among the
Jewish Christians. The people of Crete were still burdened by their
gentile background. Paul quotes one of their own prophets who
calls them perpetual liars, brutes and gluttons. Paul points out that
the untrustworthy nature of their teachings is revealed by their
lack of good works. Titus has to rebuke them.

Questions:
Paul describes how an elder must conduct himself. Does this only
apply to the elders? What do you think of this description?
Put in your own words how Paul describes the Cretans.
Do you recognize certain behaviors in the world of today?
Do you feel personally called out by some of the behaviors that
Paul mentions here?

Titus 2
Paul outlines the way of living that reflects faithful teaching. He
gives instructions for older men and women, young men and
women, and slaves. Titus himself has to set the right example by
teaching sound/faithful doctrine and by his way of living. This will
make his teaching attractive and trustworthy to outsiders. The
foundation of the doctrine that Titus is called to teach, is the grace
of God.
Paul writes about the first coming of Christ and reminds the church
of the second coming of Jesus that awaits. Titus has to use all the
authority given to him and teach these things.

Questio:
Paul addresses several “groups”: young men and old men, young
women and old women, and slaves. In which group do you feel
like you belong?
What is written about that particular group? How much of your
behavior aligns with what Paul has written?
Read verse 11 through 14. What speaks the most to you? What do
you take away from this?

Titus 3
Titus has to call the believers to be gentle and humble towards all
men, but Paul differentiates between unbelievers in society and the
divisive false teachers in the churches. The false teachers need to
be rebuked or otherwise rejected, because their heresy causes
godlessness.
Paul ends his letter with a final greeting and a blessing. He also
stresses again the practice of good works.

Questions:
Read verse 1 and 2. Would others describe you with the words
Paul uses here?
In what ways can you grow to be more like this?
We have been saved, not because of our good deeds, but because
of His mercy (verse 6). What does this mean to you?
How do you feel about “good works”? Do you try to earn God’s
grace, or do you receive it as a gift from God?
Paul does encourage us to do what is good (verse 14). Not
because we could earn grace that way, but as to not live
unproductive lives. Why would he encourage us to do this?

Titus
This month, we want to explore the letter that Paul
wrote to Titus.
Up until today, the words of the apostle contain
valuable instructions to lead a godly life that shows
God's love to all people.
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And let our people learn
to devote themselves to
good works, so as to help
cases of urgent need, and
not be unfruitful.
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